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Purpose of Access Management

• The purpose of the Alabama Department of Transportation 
(ALDOT) Access Management Manual is to set out guidelines
for managing access to and from state roads and highways.

• Goals of access management:
▪ protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public

▪ maintaining the highway rights-of-way

▪ preserving the functional level of state roads and highways while 
meeting the needs of the motoring public



ALDOT AMM History

• Original ALDOT AMM Published 
in 2014

• Conducted training at that time

• ALDOT received input from staff 
and consultants about desired 
changes to the manual



Work Completed
• Reviewed AMMs from 10 other states

• Reviewed Permit Manual, Maintenance Manual, and 
Standard Drawings

• Met with each Region to get feedback on current manual

• Updated manual and met with Committee to get 
feedback

• Published Manual Nov 2021

• Conducted 4 training sessions with ALDOT staff Dec 2021 



Feedback from Regions

• Consistency between AMM and other ALDOT publications

• Wanted case studies

• More detailed information for residential land uses

• Lower speed situations

• Dollar store problem



TIS Guidelines

• When TIS are required

• Study area guidelines

• Signal warrants
For developments that generate more than

100 total (inbound plus outbound) peak hour

vehicle trips, a TIS shall be required unless

indicated otherwise by the ALDOT Engineer.



• Added parameters (crash history and corridor plans)

• Simulation modeling (weaves, etc.)

• Project scoping meeting

• Updated 100 trip thresholds

TIS Guidelines



• Analysis scenarios

• Formatting (added example 
figures)

• Capacity analysis 
(operational models)

TIS Guidelines



TIS Checklist & Report Outline



Access Design



Connection Spacing



Connection Spacing

Full Access
Directional

Access
Full Access

Directional 

Access

<45 1,000 660 275 275 275

45 - 50 1,320 1,320 450 450 450

≥55 2,640 1,320 625 625 625
*These spacing requirements may not be feasible for some locations.  If this spacing cannot be provided, then further analysis may be needed 

to demonstrate that there will still be acceptable traffic operations after the access is constructed.

Commercial/Industrial

Driveway

Signalized

Unsignalized

Divided UndividedAccess Category

Posted 

Speed

(MPH)

Minimum Spacing (ft)*



Corner Clearance

Right-in

Only 

(Upstream)

Right-out

Only

(Downstream)

Right-in/

Right-out

≤ 35 250 250 250

40 250 250 350

≥ 45 440 440 660
*These spacing requirements may not be feasible for some locations.  If 

this spacing cannot be provided, then further analysis may be needed to

 demonstrate that there will still be acceptable traffic operations after the

access is constructed

Corner Clearance (ft)

Posted 

Speed

(MPH)



Driveway Guidelines

Old

New

Driveway Type
Min. Driveway 

Radius (ft) ‡

Min. Driveway 

Width (ft) ‡

Single-Family Residential Lot 25 10

Non-Commercial Agriculture 25 16

Commercial/Office/Retail/Subdivisions 50* 24*†

Industrial-Type Facilities 75* 26*
*Should be individually designed to handle the typical large truck that uses the access connection

†One-way driveways can be less than 24 feet but must be at least 12 feet.

‡Designs below these minimums only allowed with ALDOT approval



Driveway Guidelines



Turn Lane Lengths

Posted 

Speed

(MPH)

Full Width Length* 

(ft)

(A)

Bay Taper Length

(ft)

(B)

Total Length*

(ft)

(C)

35 115 160 275

40 165 160 325

45 215 160 375

50 245 180 425

55 295 180 475

60 320 180 500

65 370 180 550
*Does not include storage requirements.  Lengths are based on allowed 10 MPH deceleration 

in the through lane.



New Sections in the Manual

Smart Channel Design

• Critical angle = 70°

• Improves line of sight

• Reduces rear end crashes



New Sections in the Manual

Left Turn Bypass Lane

• Can only be used at:

• T-intersections

• Two-lane roads

• Where cost or ROW constraints won’t allow a full LTL



New Sections in the Manual
Acceleration and Added Lanes



New Sections in the Manual
Alternative Intersection Designs



New Sections in the Manual

Case Studies



Before AM – US-280 @ AL-119



After AM – US-280 @ AL-119



Exceptions/Variances



Inter-Agency Coordination



Inter-Agency Coordination

It is through a cooperative relationship 
between ALDOT and local governments 
that the safety and operational benefits 

of access management can be fully 
realized on all roads in Alabama



Questions?

• Jim Meads – jimmeads@sain.com

• Charles Cochran – ccochran@sain.com

• Darrell Skipper – darrell@skipper.com


